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SWBTS SOT Faculty Meeting Minutes 02.02.15 

 
From Dr. Patterson: 
 
Please find herein a copy of the ten areas that I mentioned that we must particularly 
reinforce here at Southwestern Seminary among our students. This is based upon what I 
have encountered in the field the last few months, which has been an underscoring of 
what I already knew to be true. The simple points are as follows.  
 

1. The inerrancy of God’s Word. This is the epistemological position from which all 
else flows. If God’s Word is not inerrantly true then we have no sure word from 
God and anything goes. But if it is the inerrant Word of God then it needs to 
inform all other areas of our service beginning with text driven preaching.  

2. Text driven preaching. If the Bible is really the Word of God then there is no 
greater preaching than that which carefully explains the significance of the text 
and applies it to our daily lives. It is positively amazing to me how many people 
believe in the inerrancy of Scripture but do not see the necessity of expounding 
the Word.  

3. This text driven methodology of preaching the inerrant Word of God should also 
inform our biblical counseling. This is not an issue of whether or not mental 
illness actually exists, it is merely a commitment to do the one thing that the 
church knows how to do and that is to tell people how to live by the Word of God. 
We are not capable of doing the medical side of it, and as recent works have 
indicated, the medical and pharmaceutical side of the healing industry is not a 
commendable one anyway. So in biblical counseling we do what the church 
knows how to do. Further, this extends to a theology of womanhood.  

4. A theology of womanhood in God’s program and plan for the home and church. 
This approach emphasizes the full equality of men and women but finds that men 
are the responsible spiritual leaders of the home and accordingly of the church 
also and women are neither to instruct nor to rule over men in the church of God.  

5. In all this we must present the origin and purpose of Baptists and Anabaptists 
through the centuries. Unless they know of the heroism of their forefathers, the 
younger generation will not be impressed.  

6. Premillennial theology is crucially important to the growth of the church. Here I 
am not insisting on Pretribulationism, but I am insisting on Premillennialism and 
the hope of the coming of the Lord.  

7. An evangelical pneumatology. Here I refer to a non-Pentecostal pneumatology 
that amplifies the full work of the Holy Spirit of God.  

8. A deep commitment to evangelism as the hope of the church. This is not just 
talking about evangelism but actually becoming personally involved in it.  

9. As a part of this we must address the issue of Calvinism and we must say no to 
Dortian Calvinism and yes to the Spirit of Holy Scripture. (Address issues of 
Hyper-Calvinism) 

10. The importance of the family and the home in the Christian faith.  
 
 
 


